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N REA T Abuſes generally owe 
® their Riſe to ſmall and unheeded 
Beginnings, and have rarely any 
Stop put to them till they arrive 

at 2 a Degree of Inconvenience, that they 
require almoſt the whole Voice of the People to 
obtain a Redreſs, Thoſe I have now in Purſuit 
regard chiefly the City of London, or rather its 
Suburbs, and are the bad Pavements. of the 
Streets, the Butchers -and Poulterers Shops in- 


ereaſing in them, the Manner of quartering 
= | Soldiers 


FEE 


ſolent Behaviour of the General - 
Servants, with ſome Thoughts velat 
grants and deſperate Poor, and laying Reſtraint 
on the lower Claſs of People. I do not forget 
the great Complaint and Reproach to our Go- 
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Soldiers. by Billet on the Publicans, and the is in- 
ty of: Houſhold 
ng to Va- 


vernment, the preſent and long complained of 


State and Condition of our Poor in general, as 


to which I wiſh ſome general Plan eduld be 
ſettled upon ſome ſuch Principles as have been 


many Years ſince given to the Publick by Sir 


Jaſiab Child, in his little, but ineftimable Treas 


tiſe upon Trade: But this is an Article of too 
great Weight and Conſideration to have Place 
in a few Sheets; and therefore I ſhall not at- 


_ tempt it, but proceed to thoſe Nuſances I have 


mentioned, which I ſhall endeavour to point 
out, as they affect us at this Time, by ſome 
ſhort Obſervations on the Notoriety of them 
and what I apprehend to be the Cauſe, and to 

give ſome Hints, which if followed and im- 


proved by thoſe who have Power to do it, 


would T hope ſoon ſhew the Remedies are at 


Hand, and may, if we pleaſe,” be _y b 


in | the Care of them, 


_ Firſt, 


: "y : oy 
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Vit, As; to bad Pavements z. ang hefors; we 3 
lk of Amendanent, let us a little conſider. how $ 
they com at uch a Condition. I think they. 4 
are . off ing chiefly to. very obvious Cauſes, the i 


z Weights of loaded Cartiages in-the Meal, 
Co 1 Brewers, and other Trades, the breaking 
up the Streets for laying or mending the Water 
pipes, and laying them down again in too flight 
a Manner, and not with that Care and Labour 
which the Work requires, it being very difficult, 
after the breaking up Part of a good Pavement, 
to lay it down ſo cloſe, or make it as good 
again as the reſt, and this from the pernicious 
Practice of paving again with Aſhes, Dirt, or 
Rubbiſn, inſtead of Gravel, the only Thing 
that will bind the Stones firm. In Truth, there 
is more Care required to make good ſuch a 
Breach than to make a new Pavement. Another 
Cauſe is, the different Wear of Pavements, as 
being laid at different Times, which creates a 
great Inequality in the new paving and mend- 
ing, only a little Spot being paved at a Time. 
A ſtill further Cauſe, and perhaps the greateſt, 
is the total Neglect of them before Houſes that 
are untenanted; or if tenanted, the Incapacity 
or Unwillingneſs of the Owner. All theſe are 
well known to every one of the leaſt common 
ks: Obſer- 
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4 Bad PAZ MEN TS. 
Obſervation, and make it very evident why it 
is almoſt impoſſible as the Law now ſtands 
and theſe Things ſuffered, that the Streets 
ſhould be in any better Condition than they are, 
the Filthineſs of them is owing to the Conſe- 
quence of what is above- mentioned; and al- 
though there may be great Negligence uſed in 
doing the Scavenger's Work, yet it is hardly 
poſſible for them to keep the Pavement ſwept 
elean, where there is one Third of it, or per- 


haps more, always u h and greatly out of 
Repair. | 
By the Statutes of the 2d and 3d . and M. 
the Inhabitants are, at their own Expence, di- 
rected to pave with Stone or Gravel, or other- 
wiſe amend all the Ground in the Front of their 
Houſes to the Middle of the Street, as the 
Juſtices ſhall order, with Penalties in Default of 
paving or mending. This regards new Pave- 
ments, but no Power is given by that Statute to 
inſpe& or view the Pavements when made, ſo 
as to order Amendments when and where 
wanted, or the Manner of paving when firſt or 
wholly paved, all which is abſolutely neceſſary 
to provide for, as alſo to preſerye them againſt 
an Inequality of Paving. Now, one Houſe- 
bepe mends or ne with ſmall Pebbles, ano» 
ther 
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ther with great, a third with Rag - ſtones, a- 

fourth with broken Flints, a fifth is poor, a 

ſixth is able, but backward and unwilling, This 
laſt is worſt of all, and nothing but Law can 

force them; and yet, for the Sake of Peace, or 
2 more ſiniſter End, it is but rare that the Law 
is put in Execution; Neighbours will not com- 
plain of one another, it may be their own Turn. 
Thus, while there is no Standard for Paving, 
the ſubſiſting Laws not ſufficient, and even thoſe 
we have already, neglected to be carried into any 


due Execution, it is leſs to be wondered the 
Streets are ſo badly paved and kept, as that the 
People have been ſo long without ſome more 
effectual Remedy. | 

If the Care and Management of the Pave- 
ments was lodged in one Truſt, with a ſufficient 
Power not attended with great Expence, firſt to 
take a Survey of the Streets, Lanes, &c, then 
to break up the preſent Pavements, and to order 
an uniform Pavement of all the Streets after- 
wards, the Whole to be paid for, by an annual 
ſmall Levy upon the Houſekeepers in general, 
in the eaſy Manner hereafter mentioned, for- 
bidding afterwards the breaking up any Pave- 
ment, or lying any Pavement anew, but by 
the Order or Conſent of ſuch _ only, or 


by 


[ 


8 Bud Pavements. a 
by thoſe. Paviours who ſhould have Power under 
the Truſt for this Purpoſe, the Streets would then 
be well laid with one equal Pavement at firſt, and 
be afterwards kept i in Repair at a ſmall Charge, 
and all this done without Complaint or Puniſh- 
ment: All Carriages would then move with 
that Eaſe and Pleaſure that every one would 
wiſh, And I might add here, what an Ad- 
vantage alſo it would be to Trade, by making 
the Carting much cheaper, as there would be 
a leſs Number of Horſes required, and, much 
leſs Wear of the Carriage and Tackle, all which 
eaſy Streets, ks Channels, would ſoon make 
evident. 
Now, in Order to put ſuch a 8 in Exe- 

cution, and at the ſame Time keep it as clear 
as poſſible from Jobbs, and with the leaſt Ex- 
pence, and greateſt Frugality; we muſt, no 
Doubt, beg the Aſſiſtance of Parliament, and 
pray for a wholeſome Law for the Purpoſe, by 
which, after repealing ſuch Acts as may now re- 
late to theſe Pavements, the Quality of Mate- 
rials muſt be aſcertained, and the Manner of pav- 


ing the great and leſſer Streets, Lanes, and Al- 
leys ſet forth and deſcribed ; as alſo where to 


: place the Channels, and of what Depth. What 
| Peclivity is to. be obſerved in ſome Streets, from 


ſhould be on each Side) with. Liberty to any In- 
habitant, who might deſire a croſſing Pavement . 
to his Door, to direct the ſame to be done, pay- 
ing the Paviour belonging to the Truſt, what 
ſhould be the Difference between a croſſing. or 
larger Pavement, and the ordinary Pavement. 
In the next Place, to dachi paving with any 


Kind of Layer an Gravel, and that Sort. too 
which is fitteſt for the Purpoſe. Then to put 
the chief Truſt in thoſe Hands I am going to 
mention, which will be a ſufficient Guard againſt 
Impoſition, and by which the different Works 
will be prudently contracted for, and the Pub- 

lick ſecured that they will be well performed 
(the Streets, Oc. being previouſiy ſurveyed as 
mentioned, that the Work may be eſtimated 
and undertaken to be done by Degrees, that i is, 
one Pariſh after another, and under one ſteady 
Plan.) And for this Purpoſe, | think. it would 
anſwer to veſt the chief Power in the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Land-Tax for the Time being, 
reſiding within the Circuit of the whole Work; 

{which, I hope, no Gentleman | in that Commil- 
JE ſion 
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the Footway to the Channel (where the Chan- 
nel ſhould be in the Middle ;) and in others from 
the Middle of the Street (where the Channels 
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fion will refuſe) and that the Commiſſioners withs 
in every Pariſh ſhould meet in the Veſtry of the 
Pariſhes, and five of them make a Board in each 
Pariſh, with Power, E rſh, To direct the Sur- 
vey and Eſtimate to be made of that Pariſh's 
Paving, and afterwards to appoint one Perſon, 
Who is a Paviour, to undertake the Work, and 
agree with him to allow for the old Pavement, 
and to pave it again according to the Directions 
of the Act. And alſo to appoint one other Per- 
ſon to meaſure the Work when it ſhould be 
compleated, or at any other Time before, when 


the Contractor might by his Contract be entitled 


to a Payment; ſo that no Money be paid, but as 
the Work went on, and was truly done; the 
Surveyor and Paviour, as well as the Meaſurer, 

to be contracted with by Agreement in writing, to 
do the Work by the Great, and Ye at the 
known and uſual Price. 

To anſwer the Expence of this Work, many 
contributing will make! it eaſy; ; andi it may be done 
by a ſmall Aſſeſſment upon all the Inhabitants of 
all the Pariſhes concerned the whole Aſſeſſ- 
ment to be apply'd. to the Paving of one Pariſh 
at a Time, and to be continued until the Fav. 
ing of. all is completed: This will not only 
Micken the Work, but the Aﬀeſſnent'will be 

2 borne 
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borne without Objection, as it will, upon the 
whole Number of Houſekeepers, be but a ſmall 

Addition to their preſent Highway Levy, and 
is only a general ſubmitting to a little exceed- 
ing for a little Time, to enjoy a great n 
nience for the Time to come. 

By this Means, every Pariſh; according to its 

Courſe of Paving, will have the Aid of all the reſt to 

do it, and eaſily reap a Benefit by this Aſſiſtance, 
which, of itſelf, perhaps it could never obtain. 

What this Aſſeſſment will be, may eaſily be aſcer- 
tained, when the Survey, and an Eſtimate of the 
Expence is made, and compared with the Num- 
ber and Ability of thoſe who are to contribute 
to it, and the Truſtees have ſettled the Aſſeſſ- 
ments in ſuch Proportions, as each Set of Com- 
miſſioners in each Pariſh ſhall judge each Pariſh. 
can bear, and which would no Doubt be laid with 
that Equity, Prudence, and Caution it deſerves, 
Further, to carry on the Deſign, we will pre- 
ſume the Act ſhall direct, that the Surveyors of 
the Highways in every Pariſh ſhall be the Col- 
lectors; and that while any Pariſh is Paving, 

the Aſſeſſment of the whole, as above-mentioned, 

be paid to the Surveyors of the Highways for 
ſuch Pariſh, by the Surveyors of the reſt of the 
Pariſhes, until the Paving of that Pariſh is com- 
| 5 pleated 3 
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pleated; and that from Time to Time, as the Work 


goes on for chat Pariſn, and is meaſured, the 


Commiſſioners may grant their Warrant on the 


Surveyors of the Highways of that Pariſh for- 
Payment, ſuiting the paving Contract to ſuch 


Times as the Proviſions for Pavement will an- 


{wer 3 and when the Work of that Pariſh is per- 
formed, the over Money, if any in the Surveyor's 
Hands, to be paid over by the like Order of 


the Truſtees to the Surveyors of the next Pariſh | 
in Courſe to be paved, and the ſame Rule to 
be obſerved quite through the Whole; the Sur- 


veyors of the Highways of every Pariſh keeping 


Account of their Receipts and Payments, which 
Account muſt be paſſed, and allowed by the 


Fruſtees, and then entered in the Veſtry-Book 
of the Pariſh, for which Purpoſe, and for tak- 
ing Minutes of the Truſtee's Proceedings, Cc. 


during the Work, a Gratuity to the Clerk of 


the Veſtry to be allowed by the Truſtees, will be 
all the Expence of Office that can attend it. The 


Survey and paving Contracts ſhould alſo be en- 
tered in the Veſtry- Books, and the Originals pre- 


ſeryed among the Pariſh Records. 
When the firſt great Work i is performed, the 


vſual Highway Aſſeſſment of each Pariſh, will 


keep it in chan ark, but! in order to do this fill i in 


the 


>>, yy 


SG an BB T 2.2 
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the fame Manner, the Truſt muſt eontinüe, the 


Paviour and the Meaſuter muſt be yeltly apt 
pointed by them, the Truſtees t6 remain the" 
ſole Judges of any Want of Repiit and At 
mendment, and to appoint the Pavioit tö de 
the Werk as wanted in the fame Manner the 
firſt Paving was done, and the Meaſuref tö 


meaſure it, and the Truſtees fill to draw öff the 
Surveyors for the Payment; and that no Caüſe 
of Complaint may be without a ſpeedy Retriedy;' 


a Meeting of the Commiſſioners tight be pre- 
vided for by the Act, oh the Notice of ary fit, 
or four of the Pariſhoners in every Pariſh, WAG 


are Houſekeepers, to be left-with the Veſtry- 


Clerk; who might have Power to ſuthmion' 


them at a ſhort Day, to hear, and judge ôf the 


Complaint, who, by their Warrant to che Mea- 
ſurer and Paviour, might make ſuck Order bad 
was neceſſary in it. 


Under ſuch a Plan aA rtwadiey it Windy 


poſſible, that any Thing like Impoſition can at - 
tend the Work, as the few Actors in it are 
diſtin&t, and under immediate Inſpection, an@ 
Controul of the Truſt ; the Surveyor; the PA. 
viour, and Meaſurer are choſe and appvinted 
by the Truſtees themſelves, Men of Fortune and 
Character, having no other than a common In- 

1 tereſt 
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tereſt with the reſt of their Neighbours (who 
will only be required to give Attendance when 
they themſelves appoint itz) and as for the 
Money, they will be in no wiſe accountable, that 
going through other Hands, and nothing more 
deſired or required of them, than to appoint the 

three Perſons before - mentioned, and look over 
a ſhort Account now and then of a few Receipts 
and Payments; and, if they have no Objection, 
then to give it the Sanction of their Approbation. 
As to the Paviour, he muſt undertake to provide 
the Materials, and do the Work as the Act 
ſhall direct, at a ſtated Price, and be paid accord- 
ing to Meaſure, and may receive his Money as 
| ſoon as the Work is done, and the Meaſurer 
has reported it, without any Abatement or De- 
duction whatever. The Meaſurer muſt be con- 
tracted with for his Buſineſs, likewiſe, at a cer- 
| tain Rate, and be under the ſame Rule of Pay- 
ment; and theſe, with the Surveyor, who muſt be 
alſo contracted with, and for a certain Price, 
and paid as above, are all that the Truſtees have 
Occaſion to treat with, and employ in the whole 
Affair, except the Veſtry- Clerk, whoſe Gratuity 
will be propartioned £ to the Trouble he takes 
_ him. | : 


As 
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As to the Aſſeſſment, it may be directed by 
the Act to be made in the ſame Manner the 
preſent Aſſeſſments for Repair of the Highways 
are done, the Surveyors of the Highways in 

every Pariſh, as I have ſaid, to collect it; and 
as the Truſtees order to pay it. | | 

Thus the whole ſeems capable of being con- 
ducted and carried on at little or no Expence, 
without the uſual Load of Salaries for Commiſ- 
ſtoners, Treaſurers, Comptrollers, Secretaries, Ac- 
comptants, Clerks, Sc. which are the common, 
and often neceſſary Attendants on great Com- 

miſſions, while this, with the little Aſſiſtance 
n. will en execute * 
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H E next Abuſe 1 is that of Butchers and 
Poulterers ſetting up Shops and Stalls, 

in the beſt and moſt publick as well as private 
Streets, from one End of this great Town to 
the other, This Practice increaſes ſo much 
every Year, that if not put a Stop to, will, in a 
little Time, be one of the greateſt Nuſances 
among us. | 


The 
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The holding of Markets muſt have been 4 


very early Care in all well- governed Cities and 


Towns, where the People may have conſtant. 
and neceſſary Supplies, and thoſe who furniſh 


the Proviſions, a certain Place and Time to ex- 
| Poſe and ſell them, and therefore certain Places 


for Markets,” and certain Times for holding 
them, have been always obſerved. By this the 
Providers have the ſpeedieſt Vent for their 
Goods, are encouraged in bringing a conſtant. 
Supply, which produces Plenty; Plenty furniſhes 
the Inhabitants with Choice, and Cheapneſs fol- 
lows it; the Value of 'Provifions is thereby 
better known, and in ſome Meaſure aſcertained, | 
and or Buyers ſecured from the e Be of | 
the Market-people, who, on vario 10 


know too well how to enhance the Prices ol : 


their Goods. upon. Ignorance? and; unwary Pur- 
chaſers. 


There was always another Reaſon, and. a moſt, 
eſſential one, why Markets have had particular 
Places aſſigned for keepin 8 them, which Was, 
that they might be held where they would be 


the leaſt Annoyance to the People; and thus 
diſpoſed of, their Buſineſs was kept from the 


2 


common Eye of the Publick, and the Butchers 


and others being together, it was with greater 


Eaſe 
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| __ that theſe Kind of People were kept under. 
good Regulation among themſelves, And laſt- 
ly, Proviſions were there the more eaſily in- 
ſpeed by the Owners or Overſeers of the 
Markets, that no unwholſome Food ſhould be 
expoſed to Sale. ial « 

From the Convenience that was found in RE 
ing the Markets thus in certain Places, and at 
certain Times, thoſe who provided Shelter, 
Shops, Stands, and other Conveniences for the 
Market- people, and were Proprietors of the 
aſſigned Place, were allowed, for their Encou- 
ragement, to take an Acknowledgment of them 
for ſuch Conveniences, which brought up the 
Cuſtom of taking Market- tolls, and afterwards 
of making Rules and Laws, for keeping good 
Order between che Market -· owner and „ 
people. 

There i is a pretty beg Authority, hh 
has been ſhewed me in the Law-books, by 
which it appears, that the common Law, right- 
ly obſerved, does not allow ſelling of Meat out 
of the Market. This is a Cafe reported by ſe- 
veral of the old Lawyers, and remains in their 
Books, as no Doubt many more of the ſame 
Nature, and is the Caſe of the Prior of Dun- 
fable, who had a Power of holding a Market 

> th In 
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in that Town on certain Days; and upon an 
Action brought by the Prior againſt a Butcher 


for ſelling Meat in his Houſe out of the Market, 


the Butcher pleaded he was a Houſekeeper, and 
preſcribed, that all Houſekeepers had uſed, 
Time out of Mind, to ſell their Meat in their 


Houſes, and inſiſted he had a Right ſo to do; 


but nevertheleſs it was adjudged, that he could 
not preſcribe to ſel] his Meat in his own Houſe, 
but muſt ſell it in the Stalls in the open Market 


on the Market- day; that the Lord of the 


Market had the Correction of the Market, and 
might order and examine into the Management 


of it, and of the Goodneſs of the Proviſiom, 
which could not be examined by his Officer but 


in open Market; and as the Market was held 
on the Place appointed for that Purpoſe, the 


Butcher could not ſell in his own Houſe, but in 
the uſual Place on the Market- day, and where 


the Prior's Officer could only take the Toll of the 


Market- people, and inſpect the Proviſions. 


Whether this is good Law ſtill, I will not 
pretend to determine, bur I think I may ven- 


ture to ſay it qught to be, and that a more ſum- 
mary Way to remedy any of theſe Market 
Complaints, ſhould be now had, and at an eaſier 


Rate, and with more Certainty, than in the 
1 Courts 


; 2 — ſand — _— _ 2 
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Courts of Law, where the Expence and Delay, 
as well as common Miſtakes and Errors of 
Clerks, have tired out the beſt Intentions of 
doing the Publick many a ſignal Service. 
In Order, therefore, to come at the Remedy 
for the preſent Evil, it will be proper to exa- 
mine into the Nature of it, and how the Publick 
is affected by it. When a Butcher, or Poulterer, 
intends to ſet up in the Street, it is generally 
the Conſequence of having married ſome Maid 
Servant in ſome good 'Sort of Neighbourhood, 
wherelſhe is known among the Servants of other 
Families there, and is all the Fortune the Huſ- 
band has with her, and, therefore, muſt be made 
the moſt of; with this Proſpect of Cuſtom, he 
takes a Houſe, on Purpoſe to convert iti to one 
of theſe Shops, and by this Acquaintance, and 
the never. falling Conſiderations to the marketting 
Cook or Footman, they are to givs Him what? 
Price, and take what Kind of Provifions he 
pleaſes, his Shop is ſomething” nearer than the 
Market, the Servant is ſaved the great Frbuble 
of going ſo far; and this Temptation te Idle 
neſs ſucceeds ſo well, that no Matter whatꝭ the! 
Maſter pays or ſuffers for itze therBurcher,vort 
Poulterer, ſoon gets eſtabliſhed : And under ſuch- 
a Combination, I do not wonder the Impoſition 
3 . continues 
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continues without Diſcovery, or perhaps Com- 
plaint, even from thoſe who are moſt emen 
and abuſed by it. 

If a Tradeſman, or other Neighibour, of nk 
dling Rank, comes to buy at this private Shop, 
Is he not ſure to ſuffer by it? As to Price, is it 


not in the Seller's Power to enhance it when he 


pleaſes? Is it not notorious that he does fo, and 
that the Street Butcher raiſes a Half-perny, or 

Penny in the Pound, upon the Market Price, 
on all his Meat, and the Poulterer 3 d. or 6 d. 


in every Piece of Poultry he ſells? Thus the 


Buyer is deceiving himſelf, while he is comply- 
ing, under a Kind of forced Neceſſity, to take 
what a ſingle Shop affords, and takes what does 
not ſuit him, rather than go to the Market; 
although he would be ſure of Choice, Cheap- 
to his Fancy, and more to the Advantage of 
himſelf and Family, and at the Year's End 
would find it a ſenſible Saving in his Accounts. 
It may be ſaid, Why does he lay out his Money 


there, at a private Shop, if it is prejudical to 


him f J wuſt anſwer, That the Temptation 
would hæmmoved, and IgE oy" * 
Om it.. 12 844514 


noiziloq mts. 


2 no 
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Again, Theſe Shops are under no Power of 
InfpeRtion, as as the Market is, and ought to be: 


If the Shopkeeper ſells bad Meat, he defies 
you to puniſh him for it; you ſaw what you 


bought, and he will tell you, he did not war- 


rant it ; but, that he may not quite loſe you, 


he will comfort you with a Promiſe to make 


you amends another Time. If any Man ſhould 
call on him, to ſhew his Meat for Inſpection, 
ſuch a one would no Doubt be treated as 4 
Treſpaſſer, and he would turn him out af his 
Doors. If you tell him his exerciſing his Trade 
in the Street is a Nuſance, he ſets you at De- 


fiance again, and the Law too, and talks of his 


Maſters that will ſtand by him, and he will ſeg 


if he cannot defend himſelf againſt you, or any 


one elſe. If you aſk him why he does not keep 


the Market, he will tell you Markets are for 


thoſe that like them, and he will butcher and 
ſell his Meat where he pleaſes ; although he has 
heard, and knows too, that no private Member 
is. to do an Act that is a Nuſance to his Neigh- 


The Puniſhment and Removal of Nuſance, is 


one of the greateſt Marks of Liberty among 
us, 8855 is o . that all 
W een 
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the King's Authority cannot pardon a Nuſance; 
it muſt be removed, and happy would it be for 
che People, if the Removal could be obtained, with- | 
out the Delay and Expence that attends it. Juries 
are no Doubt, the Guardians of our. Liberties, 
and ought to. be ſo; yet in ſuch Breaches of the 
Peace, our Liberties ſhould be eaſier to come at, 
and better. Order would be found among us. 
The Corporation of London has, within their 
Walls too, let this Nuſance of Butchers infeſting 
the Street, go ſo long waregarded, that. it is 
getting the better of them. 
Before Market- places in the G were ppeci. 
ally appointed, the Streets were the common 
Places for bringing to, and ſelling Proviſions; but 
the great Inconvenience at laſt induced the City 
to purchaſe proper Places, and appoint their 
Markets to be held in them, and at certain Times, 
as I have mentioned; and good Rules and Or- 
ders have been made, to encourage the Market- 
People to reſort to them; and Lam told, would 
have been obſerved at this Day, had not their 
Farmers of the Markets abuſed their Powers, by 
exacting too large Rates on the Market - People, 
and by that Means forcing them out of the 
Market; but before this, no ſuch Practice of 
ans the Market _ been attempted. 
Theſe 
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* Theſe Diſputes were, after long and very ex- 


penſive Proceedings at Law, at laſt amicably 


determined, to the Satisfaction of all Parties; 


and, if the City had then put a Stop to the grow- 


ing Deſertion, and had made ſome good Law, 
forbidding ſuch Practice for the future, the Out- 


liers would have ſoon come in, and no Freeman 


would aftewards have ſet up his Privilege of 
carrying on Trade in his Houſe, if that Trade 


was a common Offence and Nuſance to his Fel- 


low- citizens; nor would the Community have 
endured it for the Sake of his private Intereſt; 
no Freeman would have then thought to take a 
private Houſe in a private or publick Street, to 
make a Shamble and a Butchery of it, in the 


Face and under the Noſe of the Publick, but 
would have been contented to have carried on 
his Trade in the Place aſſigned for it, and where 


his Fellow. citizens (and himſelf too) had e 
moſt proper. | y 
: However, ſo it is, that the City now, as much 


as the other Part of the Town, is infeſted with 


this ſhameful Practice; the offenſive Smells, the 


diſagreeable Objects of bleeding Heads, Entrails , 


of Beaſts, Offals, raw Hides, and the Kennels 


flowing with Blood and Naſtineſs, are but Part 
of the Nuſance ; the very Footway is ſo ob- 


ome with jutting-out Dreſſers, Blocks covered 
with 


with Meat, and Rails — on the Street, 
that the —_— . into the ene to 


get clear of it. 


I muſt fall 4d one Nuſance more ial 8 


this Liberty, a great one indeed, if not the 


greateft of all; and that is, that almoſt every 
Butcher has behind his Houſe his Slaughter- 
houſc; the Offence.it muſt be to his next Neigh- 


bour, is of more than a common Nature; but 


with reſpect to the Publick, it is the Cauſe of 


many irreparable Miſchiefs; to this we owe the 
moſt, if not all the Accidents, which happen to 


che People, by driving horned Cattle through | 


the Streets, the driving theſe Cattle, and the 
Manner in which they are treated afterwards, 
will prove it. They are drove in Company from 


the Country (or the Places they reſt at in the 


Outſkirts of the Town) to the live Market in 


| Smithfield ; when there, they are ſold ſingly, and 


forced ſingly from their Herd by theſe Street But- 
chers; which is not the Cafe of the Beafts bought 


by the Butchers belonging to the publick Markets, 


they having publick Slaughter-houſes in bye 


Places near their Market, where many are again 


drove together, and will keep Company without 
being untoward, and thus very rarely do any 


Miſchief; but in the Caſe of driving them ſingly 
to the private Slaughter houſe, it is much if 


they 


. 
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they do no Miſchief by the Way; a ſingle Beaſt, 
will often require two, if not three Men to drive 


him, though a Number may be drove by one 
Boy. When the Beaſt that is drove ſingly comes 
near the Door or Way into this private Slaughter- 
houſe (generally next the Butcher's Shop) the 
Smell of the Shop from the Blood frequent chere, 
gives him at once Offence, and he ſtarts back, 

while thoſe who drive him endeavour to force 
him on; in this Struggle, if he can, he breaks, 


from his Drivers (which is too common) he is 
then purſued. about the Streets till he is heated, 


er grown miſchievous or mad, as they call it ; 


and after terrifying the Peqple for two or three 
Hours, and perhaps wounding, if not deſtroy-. 
ing, ſome unfortunate Paſſenger or other, "who | 


cannot get out of his Way, he is Ham · cut, or 
otherwiſe difabled, before he can be led to 
Slaughter. This is ſo frequently the Cafe, that 
hardly a Week paſſes but fome Accident of this 
Kind makes a melancholy Tongs. 1 6 our 
| News: papers. 


If chere wanted Markets in 1 Landon, it were 
eaſy to add to their Number; 3 but when it 1s, 
conſidered, that there are at leaſt twenty wichin | 
our weekly Bills, and within about Half. a Mile. 


of one _—_— and of theſe one Third of each 


empty, 


to 


— 
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ty, it is the ſtrongeſt Evidence that that is: 


not the Cauſe, and that it is an Abuſe of Li- 


n {hike any others, growing ny Day: 


To ks this Evil will require ſome Time, 


a ſharp Remedy might perhaps have the beſt 


Effect, and do it at once; but as harſh Meaſures 
does not ſuit with the Policy of an Engli % Go- 


vernment, ſo we muſt do it by Degrees. To 


ſtop the further Progreſs of it is not ſo difficult; 
but to get quite rid of ſuch a Nuſance, and ſuch 
a Set of lawleſs People in ſome Sort eſtabliſhed 
by Time, who will plead the Privilege of annoy- 
ing their Neighbours and the Publick, becauſe 
others have done ſo before them, e a: 


little more Conſideration. 


However, to begin with the nn and | 


put a Stop to it immediately, none ſhould from 


henceforth be ſuffered to ſet up a Butcher's or 
a Poulterer's Shop in the Streets; and as to the 
preſent Street Butchers, who now have Slaughter- 
houſes, as I have ſaid, behind their Shops, they 
ſhould be directly 1 from ſlaughtering 
Beaſts there, or elſewhere, but in the publick 
Slaughter - houſes of the publick Markets, to 
ſome of which they ſhould be obliged to drive 
all their Beaſts from the live Market, not leſs 
chan fix. or e er, paying the uſual 

Prices 


+ 
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Prices for Slaughter as the Market * be· 
longing to ſuch Market. 

In the next Place, theſe preſent Street Butchers 
ſhould- be directly obliged to keep their Blocks 
within the Shop, and to have no Dreſſer, Rails 
or Brackets to advance beyond the Wall of the 
Houſe, nor hang any Heads of Beaſts, nor ex- 
poſe any of the Entrails or Offals in. publick 
View, on Pain of forfeiting ſuch Meat to the 
Poor. 

Again, I would alſo 1 hn every 
Street Butcher and Poulterer ſhould regiſter his 
Name, Houſe or Shop, and Situation, in a 
Book for that Purpoſe, to be kept with the 
Clerks. of the ſeveral Butchers and Poulterers 
Companies, that the identical People may be 
known, and their Names remain ſo regiſtered, 
for the Purpoſe hereafter mentioned; and if any 
Butcher or Poulterer ſhould. neglect to regiſter, 
within a Time to be limitted for that Purpoſe, 
he ſhould, on Conviction before one Juſtice of 
Peace, forfeit ſuch Proviſions, as he ſhould. at 
any Time afterwards expoſe to Sale in ſuch his 
Houſe, or Shop, to be ſeized by Warrant of 
Diſtreſs, and diſpoſed of; the Produce, after 
taking the Charges thereout, to be divided be- 
tween the Informer and the Poor. This, it is 
preſumed, will not be reckoned a ſevere Puniſh- 

ö 
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ment, as it cannot fall on the Offender hut by 
his own wilful Neglect, and r N of Aut 
thority. 
The next Point to coaſides is, 3 5 
Removal; and, previous to this, Care ſhould be 
taken, that the Market Proprietors or Farmers 
ſhould not enhance the Prices of Shops, or 
Standings upon them, when they did of them- 
ſelves leave'the Streets, or were in Time obliged 
ſo to do, and come into the Market, but take 
common Prices. As to the Market Proprietors 
or Farmers providing Conveniences, their own 
Intereſt will prompt them to that. 62 8 
As to the total Removal, it muſt be by De- 
grees, unleſs it ſhould be thought expedient to 
give them one or two Years Time to get rid of 
their Houſes, and ſettle themſelves in the Market; 
if not, and that this ſhould be thought too harſh 
a Meaſure, it might be provided by a Bill for 
_ theſe Purpoſes, that on the Death or other Acci- 
dent attending the Maſter or Miſtreſs of a 
Street Shop, by which they were removed from 
the ſame, no other Butcher or Poulterer ſhould 
be permitted to hold that Shop, or carry on 
fuch Trade or Buſineſs in that Houſe or Shop 
any more; and on ſuch Death, the Executor or 
Adminiſtrator, or on ſuch Removal, the Butcher 
or Poulterer himſelf, under ſome Penalty, ſhould 
3 94 | be 
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be obliged to enter his Removal, with the Day 


and Year, againſt the Regiſter of his Name, 


which would be ſtanding in one of the Com- 
pany's Books as above. Thus we ſhould, 
in a few Years, ſee theſe Regiſters all wrote off, 
and the Nuſance in this Manner effectually re- 


moved, and well guarded againſt for Time to 


come, without any Imputation of Severity what- 


ever. 


e c 


Tic Inconvenience to the Publich by 
the preſent Method of B ing 
_ the F 00t-guards. 


HE next Article I have to touch upon, 

is the preſent Practice of Billeting the 
Foot - guards about this great City. Theſe 
Soldiers are billetted under the Authority of the 
yearly Act, called the Mutiny Act, which pro- 
vides for the better Payment of the Army and 


their Quarters; and this Billetting falls upon 


that Set of People, who are preſumed to be the 


beſt circumftanced to bear it, which are the 
Publicans ; or, to ſpeak rather near the Lan- 
guage: of this Act, they are the Innholders, 

"Ms Keepers 
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Keepers of Livery-ſtables, and all Perſons keep- 
ing Houſes, and ſelling Brandy, Strong Waters, 
Cyder, or Metheglin: But though it is the Bu- 


ſineſs of all theſe People to entertain, for their 
[ Profit, all Sorts of Cuſtomers, yet, as they are 
forced to entertain theſe to their Loſs, it makes 
them uneaſy, and puts them upon Means of 
getting rid of ſuch Gueſts. | 
| Theſe Foot- guards are moſtly young Men, 
and when off Duty, have nothing, or very lit- 
tle to do as Soldiers. Now, as Idleneſs is the 
Root of all Evil, Evil will certainly ſpring 
from it. The Publican and the Soldier have 
| one and the ſame Object in this Affair, which 
is the Soldier's Abſence z and this the Publican 
agrees for, with the Solder, if he can, and uſu- 
ally at the Rate of Nine-pence a Week, which 
the Soldier takes in lieu of all Allowances. The 
Soldier then has no Engagement to keep in 
his Quarters, and has little other Buſineſs there, 
than to viſit his Landlord for his Pay, and 
when off Duty, his Time is moſtly his own, 
and he is at full Liberty to employ it as he 
pleaſes: I wiſh I could ſtop, with ſaying he 
employed it without Complaint, but ſad Expe- 
rience ſhews us otherwiſe; or, Why do we 
800 ſee _ Numbers of ous” brought to 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice for the worſt of Crimes, and the Pub- 
lick ſo much moleſted by them? 
It is no Doubt neceſſary, that the F oot- 


guards ſhould be near at Hand, for the more 


ready Attendance on his Majeſty's Perſon, and 
the reſt of the Royal Family : It is not only 
for the Honour of the Nation, and to ſhew 
a due Reſpect to the King's Dignity, that this 


Corps is maintained and kept; but we often 
find them of Uſe in aſſiſting the civil Ma- 


giſtrate, and they likewiſe do remarkable Ser- 
vice in Accidents of Fire; and, therefore, the 
Remedy for this great Evil cannot be a Re- 
moval of their Quarters to any greater Diſtance : 
Some other Means muſt be found out for this 
Purpoſe, and what is moſt agreeable to military 


Diſcipline, I mean ſome Reſtraint upon their 
Perſons, that they may be more under the Eye 


of their Officers, and that will certainly be the 
beſt Security for the Soldier's good Behaviour 
to the Publick; by this Means, his Motions 
will the more eaſily be obſerved, and, if his 
Mind has a miſchievous Turn, he is obliged to 
be ſo much within call, that he will want Op- 
portunity, either to promote, or commit any 
bad Action, or give any publick Offence what- 
ever; and, if he attempts ſo to do, a ſpeedy 
Diſcovery wil follow, and a e Reward alſo, 


according 
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according to his Deſerts. Penalties and Puniſh- 
ments are no Guard to us, even that of Death 
itſelf is not ſufficient z Robbers now are not con- 
tent with the Plunder, without adding Cruelty 
to the Crime, a Stranger always to this Nation 
till of late, and of what Growth, or from what 


Country we have imported it, I ſhould be ten⸗ 
der in affirming, were 1 more certain of it; 


but, I think, F may venture to ſay it is not 
Engliſh, and yet I cannot avoid diſcovering a 
Jealouſy in my Mind, that it may in ſome Mea- 
ſure be owing to the yearly Acceſſion of certain 

| poor 'Neighbouring-ftrangers, who viſit us at 
our Times of Harveſt, and come, indeed, up- 
on a very plauſible Errand, that is, when un- 
employed at Home, to get ſomething among us 
by Summer Labour, aſſiſting the Farmer here, 
at a Time when his Work requires greater Ex- 
pedition and Diſpatch, than his few Hands about 
him are able to perform. _ 
I this was the only Motive, and this ſcaſon- 

| able Labourer was to return when his Summer 
Work was ended, I think it a real Advantage 
to the Farmer, and that it ſhould not be diſ- 
couraged among us; but if, after this Labour 
1s done, the Stranger likes this, Country better 
than his own, and chooſes to continue here, 
rather than return Home again, I fear we have 


\ then 
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then one Poor more added te the unhappy. Stock 
we have of our own, already more than wg 
can tell what to do with. When this Stranger 
has ſpent his Gains, and, as out of Seaſon, is out 
of Employment, he generally ſinks into Want, 
becomes deſperate, and ſupports himſelf by yio- 
lent Means; and I do not remember, that be- 
fore this Practice of Summer Viſits was ſo com- 
mon with us, Cruelties were ſo common among 
Rogues; remember too, that we had often Ac- 
counts of ſuch from their Country. Our An- 
ceſtors were very jealous of receiving them, as 
many of our old Statutes teſtify, and, therefore, 
without Cenſure we may be a little more cir- 
mee N. than we are. 

If this yearly Acceſſion of Poor cannot” be 
W e it were better to be prevented, as the 
ill Conſequence far exceeds the Benefit received, 
In ſhort, we all ſee that our Poor are grown 
ſo numerous, and become ſuch a Burthen, they 
are the greateſt Tax now in being upon thoſe 
who provide for them, and, unleſs brought under 
ſome better Order, they will ſoon elude the 
Art of Civil Power, and any Law to controul 
them, and be more likely to bring their Supe» 
riors to a Level with themſelves, than ſubmit 
to any Rule they ſhould make for them. 


- He | * ; 8 ? * 4 
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After this Digreſſion which has come in my 
Way, I return to my Billetting Subject, and 
I doubt not but my Reader will be beforehand 
with me in that Sort of Reſtraint 1 would pro- 
poſe for the Soldier, a happy one- for him, as 
well as the Publick ; the firſt it will keep out 
of Miſchief, or be a great Means towards it, and 
the laſt will have a good Security againſt his 
Attempts to diſturb its Quiet. The Reſtraint 1 
would offer is no new Thing, it is no more 
than to keep him in Barrack, as his Brother 
Soldiers are in the Tower and the Savoy; and 
am well informed, the utmoſt Regularity and 
Order is obſerved with the Soldiers in thoſe 
Barracks; for this Purpoſe therefore, I would 
propoſe to build two or more new ones, which 
will hold the reſt of them, 

Theſe Barracks have been long uſed, Fw) 
muſt anſwer all Expectations, as well Civil as 
Military, as every one will judge when they 
conſider the Nature of them; they keep the 
Soldiers in one Place, without interfering too 
much with the People, where they are provided 
with all thoſe Neceſſaries that are required in 
other Quarters; they are always under the Eye 
of their Officers, they can be but few Hours 
in the Day abſent, and at a ſeaſonable Hour in 

1 
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the Evening they mufl be in their Barracks, 
where they are lock*d up *till Morning. The 
later Hours at Night we all know are the Times 
to commit Villianies. The beſt Way to prevent 
them, is to prevent thoſe who are moſt ſupected, 
from the Opportunity and Means of doing 
them : In this Town, where there is a Crowd 
of Pleaſures and Vices, it is no Wonder if the 
lower Claſs of People is corrupted by them, as 

they are, from their Ignorance, leaſt capable of 
reſiſting ; and, in Defiance of the Law, we ſee. 

them daily riſquing Life itſelf, in obtaining 
Means to procure them; their Motions there- 
fore require the more to be watched. 

The Foot-guards, I am told, excluſive of two 
Battalions in Barracks, are forty-ſeven Companies, 
or five Battalions, amounting to near n= 
thouſand Men, now billetted on the Publicans, 
as I have mentioned; the Publicans within the 
Extent of Billetting, are computed at about 
four thouſand ; and, although they are not all 
billetted on at one Time, yet all have it at one 

Time or other, as all are liable to it. 

Theſe People are, in the firſt Inſtance, obliged: 

to receive theſe Guards, and ſupply them as the 

Act rei ihres; and either do actually receive 

9 88 or compound with them, and pay for 
F © nn 
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their Abſence, as I have faid before; but, they 
might, I think, be put into ſuch a Situation in 
this Reſpect, as would render their Burthen 
much eaſier to themſelves, and at the ſame 
Time afford Safety to the Publick. It has been 
ſaid, that the Soldier agrees with the Publican, 
to keep clear of his Houſe, in Conſideration of 
receiving from him Nine-pence a Week : Now, 
if the Publican was conſulted, I apprehend, he 
would rather pay this Compoſition in another 
Manner to be quite rid of him, than be always 
ſubject to receive the Soldier into his Houſe, 
or be at the Pain or Uncertainty of treating 
with him to be excuſed from the Billet. 

This weekly Payment being laid generally, 
and upon the Whole, for a few Years certain, 
would be a Fund ſufficient to bear the Expence 
of building ſuch Barracks ; and then it might be 
reduced fo much, as to anſwer the Maintenance 
only, which would not be Half what it would 
be at firſt ſetting out; and it may not be ill 
preſumed, that the Publican would like - this 
Meaſure. The Maintenance, at a full Compu- 
tation, will not exceed 3000 /; a Year, which to 
each Publican will then be but 155. a Year; a 
very moderate Payment, for ſo much aſe and 
Convenience, and leſs than Half of what he 


N 
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pays now, as it is propoſed to take the Whole 
no longer than it will compleat the Building, 
and furniſhing the Barracks as mentioned. 

The Publican now conſiders the Soldier, if 
he keeps him, as a continual Interruption in his 
Buſineſs; he is always in the Way of his Cuſ- 

tomers, and to many a diſagreeable Object: 
To outward Appearance, he is a ſtrong Emblem 

of Idleneſs, doing nothing, and having nothing 
to do; and when he can get from the Eyes of 
Obſervers, too often doing Miſchief. I ſay, many 
ſee the Soldier in Quarters in this Light, without 
conſidering his Uſe and Service when his Duty 
calls; but, if this Alteration was made as to 
his Quarters, it would not only keep this Part 
of his Life more from the Eye of the Publick, 
and ſuch Sort of Cenſures ; but the People will at 

the ſame Time be well ſecured from their Irregu- 
larities and Diſorders. - The Soldier then would 
hardly ever appear but in his true Character, in 
ſuch Duty as is required of him, and as an ho- 
nourable Servant of the Publick, by whom he 
is maintained and cheriſhed in Time of Peace, 
as the Recompence of his Danger and Service 
in Time of War; as one, though appointed to 
a Military Life, conforms readily to Civil Rule 
and Government, taking Pains to deſerve the 

e Favour 
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Favour of his Patron the People, behaving to 
all with Complacency and Reſpect: In this 
Light, he would always be well wich the People; 
and as to himſelf, he would look on the reſt of 
his Fellow- Citizens as the Objects of his Care; 
and ſo far from being guilty of any Breach of 


their Laws, not only conſider it his Duty to 


defend them againſt their declared, or avowed 
Enemies Abroad, but know it was incumbent 
on him, to be a Watch over the publick Peace 
at Home, as well as to aſſiſt the Civil Power 
when required of him. If the Soldier was to 
learn this Leſſon, it would ſoon gain him the 
Love and Eſteem of the People, and preſerve 


him from the evil Eye, and the many ſevere 


Reflections now caſt upon him; the Occaſion of 


which, if poſſible, ſhould be removed. This 
Rule and Conduct would likewiſe effectually 
preſerve him from thoſe Temptations and Vices, 
which now he too often purſues, till he is guilty 


of ſome capital Violation of the POTS: Neur. 
that ends in his own Ruin. 


I am aware of one or two Objections which 


I have heard in common Converſation, where 
Barracks for the Foot - guards has been men- 


tioned. Firſt, That this is collecting a Military 


Force, and keeping it together, which, under 


arbitrary 
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arbitrary Rulers, might be dangerous to the Li- 
berty of the People; but when T conſider that 
theſe Guards, from the Nature of Military Diſ- 
cipline, may be called together from their billet- 
ting Quarters in two Hours Time or leſs, and 
as eaſily as from Barracks; that their Number 
is too inconſiderable to create a Suſpicion of this 
Nature; and as to our preſent State, that we fo 
fully and freely enjoy our Liberties under a mild 
and happy Adminiſtration, guided and con- 
ducted by the great and paternal Care of the 
beſt of Kings; that this Objection, like a Sha- 
dow, paſſes away, and I anſwer myſelf, it can 
have no real Weight in it. 

The other Objection J have a Suſpicion of, 
is from the Manner 1 propoſe to execute this 
Deſign, that the eftabliſhing ſuch a Kind of 
Payment to be made by the Publicans, for any 
certain Number of Years, to anſwer the Charge 
of building and furniſhing thoſe Barracks, will 
be inconſiſtent with our preſent Method of pro- 
viding for the Payment of- the Army and their 
Quarters, which is only done from Lear to Year 
but as the Eaſe. of the Subject, and the Preſer- 
vation of the publick Peace, is the Motive, and 
this Reſtraint (if approved) muſt be conſidered 
as the Means of obtaining it; and as it is a 


temporary 
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temporary Meaſure only, to raiſe the Money for 
the building and furniſhing the Barracks; and 
when it has performed this Service, will be re- 
duced, and then made Uſe of for the Mainte- 
nance only, and may then keęp even Pace with 
the Mutiny Act itſelf, and be only provided for 
from Year to Year ; I hope this Objection will 
not have that Weight, as to be a Means of ob- 
ſtructing ſo neceſſary and eſſential Work; but if 
it ſhould, and this Thought ſhould be found 
_ worthy to be put in Execution, the People ſurely 
would not think much of paying ſomething to 
procure their own Peace; and it might be hoped, 
the publick Purſe would be allowed to anſwer 
the firſt Expence of building and-furniſhing theſe 
Barracks, and the Publicans would then be only 
charged with the eaſy yearly Call for maintain- 
ing them. 


ee eee eb rien kek 
The Inſolence of Houſbold Servants. 


AM now come to the laſt Head of Com- 
plaint, that relating to Houſhold Servants, 
as they are retained, and ſerve in and about this 
great City; and if any Remedy could be hit 
upon 
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upon that would induce or compel them to be- 
have with more Humility and Obedience, it 
would deliver us from one of the greateſt Plagues 
that has been for any Time endured. Neglect 
of Duty, abſenting themſelves from Service with- 
out Leave, Inſolence in Behaviour, wilful waſt - 
ing and deſtroying of Goods, running in Debt 


in the Maſter's Name, leaving their Service 


abruptly, or with ſhort Warning, and before the 


Maſter or Miſtreſs is provided with another, de- 


faming and ſlandering the Families they ſerve, 
and refuſing - to ſerve -but under extravagant 
Wages and Conditions, are ſome among the 
many Cauſes of domeſtick Complaints againſt 
them; and yet of all others they have the 
greateſt Reaſon to be dutiful, and well-diſpoſed, . 


and contented with their Condition, and ought 


to contribute all in their Power to make the 
Lives of thoſe eaſy whom they ſerve. 
© They have no Care, they have the Neceſſaries 
of Life provided for them, and a yearly Sum 


for their Encouragement, to lay by for their 


better Support at a proper Time, when their 


Time of Labour's over, or, if they marry, to 


put them into a more independent State (by 


following ſome Buſineſs, and ſo becoming other- 
wiſe uſeful Members to the Community) and 


have 
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have really. nothing, but a very. eaſy, Duty, to 
perform; and all that is required of them be- 
yond that, is but to behave with Humility and 
Obedience to their en as becomes their 
Station. 

If the Macter refuſes to pay 1 their "STAY 
the Law is open to do them Juſtice, and there 
is no Servant hardly but is quick and knowing 
enough to put the Law in Execution in this 
Caſe. But the Maſter is not in ſo good a Con- 
dition; there is no ſummary Law to regulate this 
Kind of Servant in his Behaviour, and to keep 
him in his Duty, or to puniſh him for Refuſal, 

or the Neglect of it, or for committing, theſe 
Breaches of Duty and Reſpe& towards the 
Maſter I have mentioned. And although ſuch 
Offences are not Breaches of the publick Peace, 
properly ſo called, yet they are great Offences 
againſt the Government and Peace of a Family, 
and therefore ought likewiſe to be provided for, 
and puniſhed. in a proper and ſummary. Way, 
and in ſuch Manner as, on the one Hand, the. 
Maſter may not. be at too much Trouble and 
Expence in reducing an untowardly or undutiful 
Servant to his Labour and Obedience; and yet, 
on the other, that the Servant may have alſo a 
ſummary Way, without. the Fatigue and. Ex- 

pence 
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pence of Wiſtminſter: hall, to compel Payment 


of his Wages, and be guarded againſt violent or 
harſh Uſage ; ſuch a Regulation; and Law to 
enforce it, will produce in the Houſhold Ser- 

vant, what it does in the Huſbandry Servant, 
a a ſuitable Humility and Obſervance: of their 
Duty towards thoſe they ſerve, and keep good 


Order i in the Maſter towards them, 


This being done, the other Complaints will. 
amend of themſelves, theſe Servants will then 
know they are puniſhable for the Faults they 


now licentiouſly commit; or, if they are not 
ſenſible of it, it will be in the Power of the 


Magiſtrate to make them ſo; ſuch a Regulation 


will keep their Thoughts from wandering be- 


yond the Bounds of ' Submiſſion. and Duty, and 


make them more dependent upon their Maſter 


or Miſtreſs, and take Pains to gain their good 
Opinions, upon which only they ſhould build 
their future Hopes; they will not then be watch- 


ing the Opportunity of giving Warning upon 
every ſlight Occaſion. and Pretence, but ſtrive 
and be diligent to pleaſe, at leaft to merit a 


good Recommendation for their Honeſty, Care- 


fulneſs, and Sobriety, if they are obliged to 
leave their Service from Incapacity, or are diſ- 
miſſed, or deſire of themſelves to leave it, for 


any other reaſonable Cauſe, 


_ Queen 
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Houſhold / Servants, but only thoſe hired and 


retained for Huſbandry ; and as this Act has 
been found fo good a Rule to go by, that it has 
not been altered, but always eſteemed a good 


and wholſome Law, and is {till the only Law to 
regulate thoſe Things by, in many Reſpects, it 
may be very Proper ro be —— (cg in the PR 


As this Statute ati Perſons to become | 
Servants | in Huſbandry within certain Degrees of 
Life, and under certain Deſcriptions, fo it was 
neceſſary to fix their Wages at certain Rates as 


the Act provides; but as there are in all Cities 


and Towns fuch Numbers ready to offer. them- 


ſelves to ſerve in Houſe-buſineſs, neither the 


Compulſion nor rating of Wages is of Uſe; 
however, this Act in many other Particulars 
may be followed with good Service to the Pub- 
lick in the Caſe of Houſe Servants. 
When a Huſbandry Servant is retained,” it is 


for a certain Time; the Act mentions a Year, 


and no Perſon can put away his Servant, nor can 
the Servant depart the Service before the Time 
is expired, without Warning to be given three 
Months before the Expiration by cither pod 
: or 


43 
ha In 0 Cale of putting away a Ser- 
vant by the Maſter, or Departure of the Servant 
befare his Time is out, without Cauſe allowed 
by the Magiſtrate; in the firſt Caſe, the Maſter 
forfeits forty Shillings, and in the laſt, Power 
is given to commit the Party, without Bail or 
Mainprize, until Juſtice is done; and if the Ser- 
vant is fled, to iflue a Capias, wherever he is, to 
apprehend him, which extends to every County 
in England. If a Servant makes any Aſſault or 
Affray on his Maſter or Miſtreſs, and is con- 
victed before two Juſtices, the Servant is to be 
im bpriloned for a Tear; and if the Offence re- 
quites greater Puniſhinent, the Seſfions have 
Power to infli& it, ſo as not to extend to Life or 
Lamb, according to the Quality of the Offetite. 
So, if a Servant does not perform his Duty 
for which he. is retained, upon Complaint made 
to two Juſtices, he will, if convicted, be com- 
mitted to Priſon without Bail eil! be complies, 
and gives Security ſo to do. : 
5 heſe good Rules, with thoſe others in the 
At of more Uſe in the Country than in the 
Town, keep Huſbandry Servants in good Or- 
der, and no Complaint is or need be made of 
either Side, as there is a Provifion for Redreſs. 


Now to bring the Houſnold Servants in Ciries 
G a | and 
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and Towns, and in the Services of Noblemen, 


Gentlemen, and Traders Families, under the 


Rule and Order of ſuch an Act, with ſome 
further Addition as hereafter mentioned, I think 
cannot fail to anſwer our Purpoſe, and bring 
them to a proper Senſe of their Obedience and 
Duty. What I would add, ſhould be a Power 
to a Juſtice of the Peace to hear and determine 
all Differences and Complaints, with reſpect to 
"Wages. between Maſter and Servant, in a ſum: 
mary Way, and by Warrant of Diſtreſs, if ne- 
ceſſary, to compel the Payment of Wages where 
refuſed.” On the other Hand, in order to com- 
pel an Obedience and performance of Duty by 
the Servant, to have a diſcretionary Power of 
Puniſhment by Commitment and Correction, all 
Diſobedience,. Abſence from Duty, wilful waſt- : 


ing and deſtroying of Goods ; with Power alſo 


to commit. as above for abuſive Language, or 
inſolent Behaviour; '3 all which ſhould be at the 
Diſcretion of the Magiſtrate. | 
I cannot paſs this Subject over without taking 
Notice of one great Miſtake in our Conduct 
towards them, which, inſtead of Encouragement, 
is a continual Source to ſupport their Extrava- 
gance, leading them into Vice, and begetting 
Inſolence among them; I mean our allowing 


their taking of Vails on the Viſits of Friends, 
| and 
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nd their Profits ariſing from the Card · tables. 
Theſe Articles muſt ariſe to ſuch a Sum i in the 
Whole, as, if known, would aſtoniſn us; and 
yet, if it were poſſible to collect it, what Good 
might it produce if diſtributed as Servants de- 
ſerved. As to Vails giwen at the Door, I de- 
ſpair of ever ſeeing that amended, I mean dif- 
uſed; but as to Card- money, I believe that 
might be ſo contrived as to be kept from them 
in the Maſter or Miſtreſs's Hand till the Expi- 
ration of the Tear, or till the Time of their 
Service was out; and as it would then be ſome 
Addition to their Wages, both together might 
make up ſuch a Sum as would tempt them to 
keep, and not ſquander it away; and: I think 
this might be obſerved; as to Door · vails in mid- 
dling Families, if this Cuſtom is not to be left off. 
To get an honeſt, dutiful Servant at any 
Rate, Man or Woman, is now an Affair of no 
little Difficulty. As to the Man- ſervant, when 
he comes to offer his Service, he does not wait 
for your Queſtions as to his Character, or his 
Teſtimonials of good Behaviour where he laſt 
ſerved; no, he is before-hand with you, and 
generally wants to be acquainted with the Cir- 
cumſtance of your Place, and eſpecially if you 
keep much Company, and play at Cards; which 
he makes a Point of, previous to your Diſcourſe 

with 
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with him. If it happens you have this Tempta- 
tion belonging to your Family, perhaps he en- 
_ gages, not in Hopes of continuing, but only 
to get a good Houſe over his Head, till he 
| hears of ſome better Card-houſe; and then, after 
ſome impudent Neglect of Duty, or ſhewing 
ſome Contempt of your Service, gives you a 
ſhort Warning, and quits you as abruptly as he 
can. This is pretty much the preſent State of 
the Caſe: in hiring Footmei, and may ſerve as 
a Specimen'tb few how others behave, when 
Hired to other Houſhold Offices; I do not mean 
with Regard to gaming Vails; but, however, 
in 3 every one, their Conditions in their 
Way, and is really the Servants taking a Mafter 
or Miſtreſs, rather than their taking a Servant. 
There is another Rock to be avoided in our 
Conduct towards theſe Servants, which is, the 
not ſuffering them to be in the leaſt familiar 
with you, but to keep them at that due Diſtance, 
without Harſhneſs or Severity, which 20a to 
| be obſerved between Maſter and Servant. 
1 am vety ſenſible, that the ſeveral Subjects 
of Complaint againſt Houſe Servants are of ſuch 
an abounding Nature, that they would admit of 
being much longer dwelt upon; but, I am well 
convinced, that reducing them to Obedience 
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by ſuch a diſcretionary Power of Correction 
and Puniſhment in the Magiſtrate, will ſoon 
make them more fearful of offending, and 

more careful of their Duty, and cure moſt of 
our Complaints. What I have hinted with Re- 


gard to their Vails, the Maſter or Miſtreſs may 


eaſily make ſuch Agreement on retaining the 
Servant, to deliver the Vails into their Hands; 
and, if any Thing be really wanting as to their 
Cloathing, which can be but ſeldom, and ra- 
ther regards the Women Servants than the 
Men, this will lie by as a little Fund for that 
Purpoſe, and may fave them from breaking in- 


to their Wages; which ſhould always be kept 


untouched, and, if it could, ſhould be put out 


at Intereſt ; that when Time and Opportunity 


offers, it may ſtand them in ſome ſtead, to put 
them in a better Degree of Life; and Maſters | 
would do this for good Servants. 

If this, or any other Meaſure could be taken 
with this Set of People, that would reſtore them 
to that native Simplicity of Mind, Humility, 
and Obedience, they bring with them from 
their Country Home; we might be in ſome 
Hopes of ſeeing them act upon the true Prin- 
ciple, of doing every Thing in their Power for 
their Maſter's Credit and Intereſt, and not have 

1 for 
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for their only Object the feeding their Vices; - 
and the purſuing of Idleneſs, Extravagance, and 
Debauchery, whenever they can rob the Maſter 
of his Time, and ſteal from their Duty. They 
would then, inſtead of being one of the greateſt 
Plagues, and too often the Inſtruments of Ruin 
to Families, become the Care and Concern of a 
Maſter or Miſtreſs, by rendring themſelves duti- 
ful, frugal, faithful, and honeſt, the Characters 
that a Servant ſhould bear. A dutiful Servant 
gains, and makes a kind Maſter, and the longer 
he ſtays in his Service, the greater Aſſurance 
he has of Encouragement and Preferment; and 
the Servant under this Controul and Behaviour 


5 would ſoon find to his Advantage, the Diffe- 


rence between a Life of honeſt Expectation, and 
that of Waſte and TROY, ſans, and 201 
| gratitude, 
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V. ren and deſperate Poor. 


N D now 1 WR 7 WER with the Articles I 
A ſet out with, I muſt add what I have 
| ppl in my Title, with Reſpect to the great 
os of Robberies and Murders ſo fre- 


quent 
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quent among us, -which I aſcribe to the univer- 
ſal Diſregard to the Laws, ariſing from the 
careleſs Execution, or Inexecution of them; to 
this we owe the Luxury and Depravity of Man- 
ners among the Great. The Imitation of this 
among the next in Degree, or middle Claſs 
of People, and the Loſs of Obedience, Civility, 
and Reſpect in thoſe under this Degree, that, 
for Diſtinction Sake, n 80 den the Name 
of the Populace. | 

In this Situation no one mould be 3 


that a Contempt of religious Duties, as well as. 


moral ones, runs through the whole People, and, 
that in this faſhionable Negligence, the Vulgar. 
as incapable of Reflection, certainly undo. thoſe 
above them, and without any Hopes in themſelves 
of Amendment. When I conſider theſe Things, 
I ſhudder at the Conſequence, and turn prophe- 
tical, dreading more the Loſs of Liberty to 
this Country from Luxury, Idleneſs, Irreligion, 
and Immorality, than from all the Miſconduct 
complained of in our Government, or the Fears 
that are often raiſed of ſelf- intereſted Deſigns 
in Princes. 
The Inexecution of Laws! is ccraficned many 
Ways, and among others, ariſes from the Un- 
certainty, from the Delay, from the Expence, 
from the Odium that attends the putting them 
H in 


” | Fagrants ond doterate Parr 
in Execution; from unboupded, Favour and 
Lenity ſhewn to thoſe the Lay has condempęd ; 
and to theſe muſt be added, the great Fatigue 
of Attendance, and Neglect of private Affairs, 
in the Proſecution of it. A gong 2196 
We all know how. happily the 8 
as well as the Executive Power is placed in theſe 
Kingdoms ; the firſt in the three Eftates toge: 
ther, and the laſt in the great Magiſtrate, the 
King; and from him diffuſed. through many 
Channels, to protect and preſerve the Perſons 
and Properties of the meaneſt, as well as the 
greateſt of his Subjects; and Hands enough there 
are to diſpenſe it: But, if the Civil Officer omits 
his Duty, and the Inferior Magiſtrate ſpares to 
puniſh; when, or where he qught, and the Exe- 
cution of the Law, through miſtaken Lenity 
evaded ; the Conſequence. will always be what 
we now feel, and Liberty with Law will ſooner - 
fall a Sacrifice to the Power of the People, than 
that of the Prince. We may talk of Liberty, 
but we enjoy it but by Halves, if we are buſy 
in guarding it againſt the Power of the Prince, 
and at che ſame Time ſuffer every Individual, 
that is wicked enough, to violate it Meer Obe- 
dience to the Laws is but Half the Duty of the 
te, he ſhould'a no: See: promote 
_ (whenever 
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(whenever he ſees a Neglect) the due Execu- 
tion of them; he ſhould conſider the Neglect, 
as an Injury unpardonable done to himſelf and 
his Neighbour, and uſe his beſt Endeavouts to 


have it remedy'd. Liberty, that is, Political 
Liberty, does not conſiſt in "the free Exerciſe 


of the Will, but in the Safety of our Perſons 
and Properties; and the Opinion we have of 


that Safety, to which nothing can conduce more, 
than to have thoſe Laws, which are made for 
dur Defence and Security, plain, ſummary, and 


eafy to come at, that is, without too much Fa- 


tigue, Delay, E Expence; and when Men fee 
this Safety declining, they ſhould be very Jea- 


tous of their Liberty, no Time or Expence 


fhould be loft,  6FTþared, in reftoring 1 it. And, 
although we are at the Brink of this Abyſs, yet 


ve feem to be ſo wrapped op in Wealth and 


Fife, that it is a Doubt whether the higheſt Re: 
buke can awaken us. The King, like a watch- 
ful and gracious Guardian n, in his late Speech 
from the Throne, is forced bimſelf to rowuſe 
us from our Lethargy, in Pity reminding us of 


our Difeafe, and urging us to the Cure of fit. 


So generous a Concern demands the readieft 
Obedience, and the utmoſt Gratitude, Ir is not 


| Nation can boaſl We lo tender a Father of 


dis People. 
11 2 We This 
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This Watch- word from the Throne is great 
and good, and every one ſhould, to the utmoſt. 
of his Capacity, exert himſelf on the Occaſion, 
and ſummon his beſt Thoughts for the Benefit 
of that Publick of which he is a Member; 
| hut how to effect this Reform is the great 
Point. We muſt firſt, if we can, find out 
the Cauſe, and then } ben the e may 
— ag bo on 
The Perſons. who commit. * . 
bee: Murders, are, 1 think, reducible to two 
Sorts of People; the firſt are extravagant In- 


ſolvents, undone by their own Vices, who turn 


to be Robbers fill to ſupport them. The other 

are ſuch, who, from being brought up-in Beg- 
gary and Ignorance, as ſoon; as, they can ſhake. 
off their Childhood, enter into a Courſe of Idle- 
neſs; this Idleneſs produces Vice in thoſe worſt 
of, Shapes, Gaming, Drunkenneſs, and Debau- 
chery, 4 and thus born in Want, and bred up 
in Idleneſs, they turn ſoon, to violent Means 
for, their, Support, grow deſperare, and become 
Robbers, from, their Incapacity for Reflection, 
and Ignorance, af any Thing that is good to 
| fiteft-them :; They generally, thro' their Fears, 
alſo. become Murderers, as the Dead tell no 
Tales, Ia this Strain of Villainy and Wicked- 

| ng, # 
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neſs, they muſt depend chiefly for their Safety 
upon the Concealment of their Perſons, rarely 
ſtirring, but under the Cover of the Night, and 
then only to plunder and do Miſchief z/ and 
when they return, it is no Doubt to ſome dark 
Quarter, where they can, without Diſcovery, in- 
dulge themſelves in thoſe Vices which Privacy 
moſt favours. ' The more ſecure they think 
| themſelves in ſuch Hiding - places, the bolder they 
are in their Villanies; Every ſuſpicious Corner in 
a Pariſh muſt therefore be viſited often, and the 
Suſpected treated in ſome ſuch Manner as I have 
-hereafter propoſed. Rogues ſhould have no Reſt- 
ing - place; and, if this Viſit was daily, and ge- 
.neral, throughout the ſeveral Pariſnes in this 
great Town, it would be of no Uſe for them 
to ſkulk from one Pariſn to another, becauſe 
the ſame Search would follow then. 
This Outſet to Reformation is not difficult 
to be performed, and if effected, will have this 
great Conſequence, that an idle Fellow, who 
. would be a Rogue, or. he that is one, would 
find, that however mean and inſignificant he 
may think | himſelf, and how eaſy for him to 
eſcape the public Eye, he is watched in his 
Motions, and will. ſoon find it behoves him to 
ſeek Employment, and get his Living by La- 
. | bour 


: | 
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 bour*and Induſtry, or he will forfeit his Li- 
berty, notwithſtanding he is an Engiiſbman ; 
as in all theſe Caſes, where the Idle will not 
work of themſelves, the Community, though 
ever ſo jealous: of Liberty, muſt find it moſt 
_ expedient to puniſh them by a Reſtraint of their 
Perſons ; the Diſgrace and F ear of which, will 
ſoon compel them to ſeek for Employment, ra- 
than be ſubje& to this Puniſnment. 
Now the Way to make this Search edu | 
1 think, would be, firſt, by Law to deſcribe this 
wretched Claſs: of People as Vagrants and de- 
ſpetate Poor, or by the Name of ſuſpected Per- 
fons ; and alſo diſtinguiſned by the further De- 
ſeription, of having no viſible Way of Liveli- 
hood, and not Houſholders, actually paying 
Seot and Lot, nor belonging to ſuch a Family, 
nor Inmates in ſuch Houſes (if they could give 
4 good Account of themſelves) nor Soldiers, nor 
Seamen newly returned from their Voyage, nor 
Servants out of Place, having Teſtimonials of 
Sebriety and Honeſty, nor Pariſh-Poor upon the 
Pariſh- Books, nor Children under certain Age, 
nor Known working Labourers, but all füch 
others,; as before mage, to be conſidered as 
ſuſpected Perſons 3 and, if called for, ſhould be | 
-obliged to attend, on Summons left at the Houſe 
108”: "wore 
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V here they live, or were eſteemed to live, and | 
yndergo Examination before proper Perſons ap- 
; pointed for this Purpoſe ; and, if they ſhould. a 
not give a good Aecount of themſelves, nor 
Security to the Publick for their good Behaviour, 
they ſhould then become the Property of the, 
People, and be put to Labour, firſt to anſwer 
their own Maintenance, and the Charges attend- 
ing, and if any Surplus remained, it ſhould 8⁰ 
towards the Maintenance of the Poor in general: 
Then as to their Perſons, to be at the Diſpoſal of 
the Publick, and not to be delivered from their 
Labour but by publ ick Conſent, or made uſe 
of in publick Service, as hereafter mentioned. 
The Manner of doing all this, and with Effect, 
I think, likewiſe, would not be difficult: And | 
the better to; explain it, I have added a ſhort 
Scheme, which I ſubmit for the Purpoſe z and, 
I hope, if it ſhould meet with any material Ob- 
jections, it will yet induce ſome better Heads 
than mine to mend it, or think of ſome better 
in the Room ” 2 oP 
Py go much upon this Principle, chat preven- 
_ tive Laws, if I may call them fo, which may 
defeat the Intention, by taking away the Op- 
portunity of doing Miſchief, are better than 


Laws filled with Fenalũies and ſevere Puniſn- 
ments, 
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ments, and that to watch the Actions of the 
lower Claſs of | People, making their Perſons 


known, and calling upon them often, and 
obliging them frequently to give an Account of 


themſelves; and if they will not ſeek honeſt La- 
bour, but be incorrigible, co make them La- 
bourers for the Publick, will ſooner bring them 
to A Senſe of their Duty, and prevent their com- 


| mitting the Crimes we complain of, than all the 


' Contrivances of Penalty and Puniſhment the 
Mind of Man can invent. 5 

The Loſs of Liberty is ſo great a Puniſhment, 
that the worſt of theſe Wretches, - who is capable 
of making an Election, would chooſe to find 
out honeſt Labour rather than ſuffer i it, = him 
be ever ſo abandoned. | 9 . 

1 am much pleaſed to ſee our Laws for ob- 
ſerving the Sabbath a little taken Notice of by 
ſome of the London T radeſmen, which ſhews a 


| becoming Spirit, and that even the leſſer People 


can find Remedies to eaſe themſelves, and do 
Honour to the State, when they go about it. x 

It were to be wiſhed, that no Alehouſes were 
ſuffered to be open on the Sabbath-day z this 
would prevent Drunkenneſs on that Day in the 
lower People, who make it a Day of Riot, and 


not of Reſt; and when intoxicated wih Liquor, 
how 
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how eaſily they are led into Miſchief, is too evi- 
dent. It would be a good Regulation too, not 
to ſuffer any Coaches, Horſes, or Chaiſes, to be 
let out on this Day, it would prevent a great 
deal of Riot and Expence. In cafe of Neceſſity 
a Licence might be given by a Magiſtrate, as it 
is the Rule on the River Thames; then no 
Night-houſes ſhould be ſuffered but what are 
abſolutely neceſſary, as Tide-houſes, ſome Ale- 
houſes belonging to publick Markets, and one 
at each great Stand of Hackney Coaches ; and 
that they ſhould give Security not to admit 
Gameſters, or riotous Perſons, or Women of 
ill Fame, eſpecially in the Night. I would have 
no Alehouſe-keeper have a Licence but on the 
ſpecial Condition, that he does not admit of any 
Gaming whatever in his Houſe, and that he 
enter into Recognizance, in a conſiderable Pe- 
nalty to the Clerk of the Peace, to obſerve it 
or that, being convicted before a Magiſtrate, he 
himſelf ſhould be void. 

The Laws againſt Hue and Cry ſhould be 
made more effectual if poſſible, or executed with 
the utmoſt Obſervance ; and upon all Occaſions 
that offer, Bawdy-houſes, and all Houſcs of ill 
Fame, ſhould be put down in a more ſummary 
Way than by Indictment, as upon a Repreſen- 
I tation 
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tation of ſix or more Houſekeepers in a Pariſh, 


and upon Conviction before two Juſtices of the 


Peace, they ſhould have Power to remove' the 
Offenders at once out of the Houſe, and put 
out their Goods, and ſend for the Owner to 
take the Poſſeſſion, and admoniſh him for ad- 


mitting ſuch Tenants 3 and if he made Default 


in attending, then to lock up the Houſe, and 
keep the Key till the Owners thought fit to 
come for it; and in Caſe of ſecond Letting to 
the like Tenants knowingly, then, on Conviction, 
to have Power to levy ſome Penalty an his 
Goods adequate to the Offence. 5 

Some ſalutary Rules and Orders like theſe, 


for ſummary Juſtice, would do more than the 


Terrors of Weftminſter-ball by any Crown Pro- 
ſecution whatever. 
Theſe Thoughts are ſuch as 1 8 from a very 


| honeſt Motive, the Good of the Publick, and 


if they ſhould be found ſo expedient as to be 
put in Practice, I pleaſe myſelf with thinking 


they will go a great Way in reforming the 


Manners, and preventing the Vices in the lower 


People; in the mean Time, I will beg Leave to 


add what I have mentioned, winch may tend 
towards the Cure, 


In 


 Fagrants and deſperate Poor. 59 

In the firſt Place, I ſhould think that the 
Power of the Conſtables might be further ex- 
tended or explained for this Purpoſe, or that a 
new Officer might be added to every Pariſh, 
who ſhould hold his Office for 1 ife, unleſs re- 
moved for Miſdemeanor, and who ſhould be 
paid by ſome eaſy Salary by the Pariſh, out of 
the Poor's Rate, and have ſome ſtated reaſon- 
able Fees to encourage him in the Execution of 
his Office, and be tiled the Vagrant Conſtable, 
and have nothing to do with any other Part of 
the Conſtable's Office, but what related to his 
own Charge ; the other Conſtable and his Head- 
borough, in Caſe of Neceſſity, nevertheleſs be- 

ing obliged to aſſiſt him. 

That this Officer be continually pad in 
ſome Part of the Pariſh in the propoſed Search 
and Enquiry after ſuſpected Perſons, and deliver 
to the Clerk of the Veſtry, every Monday Morn- 
ing, a true Liſt of all ſuch Perſons who may be 
within the Deſcription above, and the Clerk to 
lay them before the Inhabitants in Veſtry; and 
if a few of them were ſpecially appointed for 
this Purpoſe, excluſive of other Pariſh Buſineſs, 
it would be better. That this Veſtry ſhould meet 
every Tueſday Morning to receive and conſider 
this Liſt, and give Orders to their Vagrant Con- 
L * ſtable, 
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ſtable, that printed Summons ſhould be ſerved 
perſenally on them, if it may be; if not, to be 
eft at the Houſes ſuch ſuſpected Perſons occupy, 
or lodge-at, with the Maſter or Miſtreſs, or the 
Tenant of the Houſe ; or if they are not to be 
found, to fix it on the Door,- and at the next 
Meeting, if they do not attend, the Conſtable - 


| ſhould have an Order from the Veſtry to ſeize 


their Perſons for the Contempt wherever found, 
to be dealt with as Vagrants. 

In Caſe they appear on the Summons, the 
Veſtry to examine them; and if they find them 
within the Deſcription, then firſt to admoniſh 
them, and charge them to look out for ſome 
Employment; and if they come in the Lift, 
again, to give them Notice to find two Houſe- 


| keepers to be their Security for their good Be- 


haviour to the Publick; and if they do not find 


Security, but come into the Liſt a third Time, 


that the Veſtry be empowered to ſend them to 
the publick Workhouſe, and Houſe of Correc- 


tion, belonging to the Pariſh, for ſuſpected Per- 
ſons, to remain there as hereafter is propoſed. 


That the Conſtable take an Account as well 


of Inmates as thoſe who keep Houſes, and are 


ſuſpected Perſons, as aforeſaid, and that he re- 


turn the Liſt of Inmates ſeparate from the other. 


* 


That 
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That if any Houſes are employed or occupied 
by ſuſpected Perſons for nightly Shelter only, 
which is notoriouſly the Caſe in Kent-ftreet in 
Southwark, and many other Places, where they 
have Accefs at all Hours in the Night, and lye 
promiſcuouſly together, the Owner's Name be 
returned to the Veſtry, with an Account of the 
Uſe: ſuch Houſe is put to; and that the Veſtry 
have a Power to call ſuch Landlord or Owner 
before them, and admoniſh him, that he may 
not ſuffer ſuch Inmates for the future; and if 
he is again returned in the next Week's Laſts. 
that he be admoniſhed a ſecond Time; and if 
he comes a third Time, that the Veſtry may 
have a Power to lock up the Houſe, and keep 
it ſo until the Owner ſhall give Security, in a 
good round Penalty, not to let it to ſuch Uſes 
any more. 

That in every Pariſh in Lu the Vagrant 
Conſtable ſhould have a ſtrong Houſe, where he 

ſhould live himſelf, and have the Cuſtody of his 
Vagrant Priſoners, until he could paſs them to 
the Hundred Houſe, as hereafter mentioned. 

That in every Hundred of the ſeveral Coun- 
ties of Middleſex, Eſſex, Surry, and Kent, neareſt 
to this great City, there be a Vagrant Houſe 
built ar the publick Charge, (to be put to 55 
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other Uſe) in the Nature of a Barrack as to the 


Lodging, with a large Storehouſe for the Ma- 


terials for Work, and another for the Work 


when done, and fit for Sale; the Form to be a 


Quadrangle, with an Area in the Middle, hav- 
ing on the Sides the under Part left open as 
Sheds for working dry in wet Seaſon; the Area 


to be the Place for giving Correction to thoſe 


who were diſobedient, having a Stocks and 
Whipping-poft in the Middle, but no one to 
be corrected but by Order of that Veſtry 


that committed them; and that it be made Fe- 


lony, in any one committed, to break from the 


Work houſe, or the Keeper, or in any one reſcu— 
ing ſuch a Priſoner, or attempting it; and that 


no Perſon ſent there be delivered from thence, 
but on Security to be given for his good Beha- 


viour before two Juſtices of the Peace, or on 


his Majeſty's Order for his Service by Sea or 
Land, or to any of our Plantations. 

That a convenient Apartment be alſo built 
for the Keeper of this Vagrant Houſe, and A: 


© Kitchen, and that an Aſſiſtant be alſo allowed, 
by Way of Clerk, if neceſſary, and a Woman 


to dreſs the Meat, and that the Employment 
and Correction of the People be left to this 
Maſter, under the Veſtry Order, as aforeſaid, 


who is to keep himſelf. Clerk, and Woman, 


and 
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and the People in Victuals, Cloaths, and Lodg- 
ing out of their Labour, having, out of the Fund 
to be aſſigned for building theſe Houſes, a cer- 
tain Sum allowed him at firſt, for buying ſuch 
Stock as may ſet them to work, and this in- 
_ creaſed, if neceſſary, out of the Poor's Rate: 
And that every Sunday in the Forenoon and Af- 
ternoon, the Prayers of the Church be read to 
thaw | | 
That it be in the Power of the Veſtry to viſit, 
or to appoint Perſons at any Time to viſit and 
inſpect the Conduct, and to re&ify any Miſrule 
or Neglect of Duty, in the Vagrant houſe, and 
to diſplace the Keeper or any Servant, who may 
be found offending ; and that ſuch Viſits be had 
once a Month. Wo 
That any Nobleman, Gentleman, Farmer or 
other, having any Work to do, and there are 
not Hands ſufficient in the Neighbourhood for 
the Work, to have Liberty to take any Num- 
ber of Hands from the Vagrant-houſe, having 
Order from the Veſtry for this Purpoſe, and 
employ them in ſuch Work, paying what is 
reaſonable for their Labour, to the Keeper, as 
in the Order ſhould be mentioned. | 
That an Eſtimate be made of the Building 
ſuch Vagrant-houſe, as above; and after con- 


ſidering 
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 ;Miflering the whole Number, allowing one in each 
neighbouring Hundred; to calculate the Expence. 
That this be'provided for by the Publick, by a 
{mall Addition to the Land-Tax for one Year, or 
by a Lottery, or ſuch other Way as may be 
beſt ; and that as great Care ſhould be taken in 
erecting and compleating theſe Buildings, it 
would be beſt to have it done by Contract, in a 
certain Time, and paid for according to Mea- 
ſure and Workmanſhip ; and by that we may 
ſteer clear of Impoſitions. 

That from the Pariſh- houſe in Cinch the 
Vagrant Conſtable take Care to paſs, as ſoon as 
may be, every Vagrant committed to him, to 
the neareſt Hundred-houſe ; and as the Hun- 
dred - houſes neareſt the Town fill, a proper 
Number muſt be draughted and paſſed from 
Time to Time, to thoſe who are next in Diſtance 
| from the Town; and by this Means, every 
1 Hundred- houſe will have its Proportion, as 
it will be neceſſary to preſerve ſuch Rule, that 
every Hundred-houſe may have an equal Num- 
ber 6f Hands, or as near as may be, at Work 
for the Uſe of the Pablick, as each muſt have 
the ſame Stock to work upon. 

That theſe Vagrant-bouſes be draughted, if 


found expedient, from. Time to Time, to increaſe 
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our Colonies, and for that Purpoſe bent on Board 
our Ships of War, when they refieve one ano- 
ther in ſuch Stations, 50 or 100 at a Time, 
the Expence of which would be little felt. 

If Middleſex, and the above neighbouring 
Counties be ſupply d with theſe Vagrant-houſes, 
and ſuch a Watch, and continual Search is eſta- 
bliſhed over the Actions, and ſheltring Places 
of this low and ſuſpected Set of People, in 
every Pariſh in London, as I have mentioned, or 
ſomething like it, and the idle and ſuſpected forced 
into Labour at Peril of their Liberty, this great 
City, which from its monſtrous Bulk, becomes 
a certain Shelter for them, would be ſoon freed 
from this miſerable Claſs of People, and of Courſe 
from the Robberies and Murders, now ſo fre- 
quent among us, and ſuch like good Rule and 
Order being continued, would ſecure us from 
them for the Future. 

But in this, as in every Thing I have aid. 
1 ſubmit my Thoughts, to the Conſideration of 


all thoſe who have as hearty a Zeal for the Wel- 
fare of the Publick as myſelf. 
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